06/07/1989 - Tate Speaks To Pana Rotary by University Marketing and Communications
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
1989 Press Releases
6-7-1989
06/07/1989 - Tate Speaks To Pana Rotary
University Marketing and Communications
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1989
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1989 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "06/07/1989 - Tate Speaks To Pana Rotary" (1989). 1989. 310.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1989/310
... _ 
r,~ 
(_ •, 
t· ! --:r!l 
f ,_:, 
i __ ,~ 
;:'.; --, 
J 
::__- .... :;;J 
.... --:!!:JI 
~ ~ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-360 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
TATE SPEAKS TO PANA ROTARY 
June 7, 1989 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Art Tate, Assistant Director of University 
Relations at Eastern Illinois University, gave a brief overview of 
Eastern's programs, its students, faculty and staff and its history at 
the June 7 meeting of the Pana Rotary Club. 
Tate said Eastern, founded on May 22, 1895, by the Illinois State 
Legislature, is making preparations for its centennial celebration in 
1995. 
He said Eastern, which did not become known by its present name 
until 1957, continues to succeed in carrying out its mission of 
providing quality undergraduate education. 
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Eastern's curriculum offers an education in the liberal arts and 
sciences and in the professional areas. Its programs are administered 
through six undergraduate colleges and a graduate school. 
More than a third of Eastern's more than 10,000 students come from 
Chicago and the collar counties. Another third come from this area, and 
the remaining third from throughout the state, he said. 
"We simply cannot take care of that many students who are coming to 
us throughout the state," Tate said. 
He noted that because of inadequate state funds for the past 10 
years, Eastern President Stan Rives has had to institute a drive to 
downsize Eastern's enrollment by 200 students annually for the next 
five years. 
But Tate also noted that inspite of funding problems, Eastern has 
maintained its tradition of "excellence in education." In fact, a 
publication by the College Research Group of Concord, Massachusetts, 
lists Eastern as "one of the most recognized and prestigious" 
universities among the 1,500 4-year colleges in the United States. 
This rating was further supported by a survey released by the Board 
of Governors of State Colleges and Universities, Eastern's governing 
body. 
In the survey, a majority of guidance counselors, regional leaders, 
students and graduates rate the quality of teaching at Eastern as 
"Excellent/Above Average." 
Eastern was also rated "Excellent/Above Average," the top category 
on the survey, by a majority of its graduates asked to rate their 
overall educational experience at the University. 
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Tate said many of Eastern's 43,000 alumni have become famous in 
fields from government to entertainment. He listed among these Jim 
Edgar, Illinois Secretary of State; Peggy Allen, Illinois 1988 Teacher 
of the Year; and world renowned entertainer Burl Ives. 
Tate's visit to Pana was organized through the University Relations 
Office at Eastern. Any club or organization representative who would 
like to request a speaker to present a program on Eastern Illinois 
University, may contact University Relations at (217) 581-5981. 
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